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language and how it works, ELs become conscious of how particular language choices 

affect meanings. For example, ELs might learn how the word reluctant to describe a 

person produces a different effect than the word sad, how an argument is organized 

differently from a story because it has a different purpose (to persuade rather than to 

entertain), or why the language they use with friends during lunch is different from the 

language they are expected to use in more academic conversations.  

Through the development of language awareness, ELs develop an 

understanding of how they might adjust their own language use and select particular 

language resources based on audience, discipline, topic, and task. This gives them a 

wider range of language resources to draw upon when making meaning, and it enables 

them to make informed choices about using English. These understandings about how 

English works to make meaning in different contexts are important for all students, but 

they are critical for ELs, many of whom rely on school experiences to develop the types 

of academic English necessary for success in school and beyond.  

Figure 2.19 shows how each of these three interrelated areas—learning to use 

English, learning through English, and learning about English—are in action in both 

integrated ELD and designated ELD.  
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